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Just A Start Celebrates the Opening of

The Economic Mobility Hub at Rindge Commons
New 70,000-Square-Foot Facility Expands Economic Mobility Programs in North Cambridge

Cambridge, MA — On October 10, 2024, Cambridge-based Community Development Corporation Just A
Start proudly hosted the grand opening of its new Economic Mobility Hub at Rindge Commons, marking
a significant milestone in the organization's efforts to provide critical resources to low- and moderate-
income families in Cambridge.

The Economic Mobility Hub at Rindge Commons is a 70,000-square-foot, six-story, mixed-use building
located at the intersection of Rindge Avenue and Alewife Brook Parkway. The Hub includes 24 affordable
apartments, a 10,000-square-foot pre-kindergarten, 6,000 square feet of commercial space, and 22,000
square feet dedicated to Just A Start’s headquarters, consolidating all of the organization’s programs and
operations under one roof. The new facility allows for the expansion of programs, including doubling the
capacity of the Adult Career Training Program from 36 to 72 students annually and launching the
YouthBuild Solar Pilot Program in the two-story woodshop, enhancing hands-on training opportunities.
The Economic Mobility Hub will serve over 3,000 people a year from the Cambridge and MetroNorth area.

As families face rising housing costs, obstacles to quality jobs, and barriers to financial independence, Carl
Nagy-Koechlin, Executive Director of Just A Start, emphasized the significance of this moment in the
organization’s history: “The Economic Mobility Hub provides a direct response to these challenges,” he
said. “This new facility enables us to make an even greater, lasting impact on the community, advancing
our vision of an equitable society where everyone can secure a strong economic foundation.”

The ribbon-cutting ceremony event featured local, state, and federal leaders who recognized the project's
impact on the region.

“Today’s ribbon-cutting ceremony at Rindge Commons is a testament to the commitment Just A Start and
our communities have to uplifting one another and expanding economic opportunities for our neighbors,”
said Congresswoman Ayanna Pressley (MA-07). “I was proud to secure $250,000 in federal community
project funding to make this effort a reality, and | look forward to seeing the long-term impact the
Economic Mobility Hub will have on families across the Massachusetts 7th.”

"The Rindge Commons is an incredible example of collaboration and partnership," said Lieutenant
Governor Kim Driscoll. "Not only did its development involve federal and state agencies and the private
sector, but this building also addresses our state's need for affordable housing and promotes economic
development in Cambridge. Our administration was proud to support this expansion, and we congratulate
the team at Just A Start for their hard work."

“We are thrilled to see Just A Start growing with its new addition of the Economic Mobility Hub at Rindge
Commons,” said Secretary of Economic Development Yvonne Hao. “This project will support affordable
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housing, a safe space for children, and career training for adults. We congratulate Just a Start on its
expansion, and we’re so grateful for its work supporting Massachusetts residents.”

In addition to the expanded resources available at the Hub, Comcast generously donated 24 laptops—
one for each family in the new affordable apartments—as a welcoming gift, helping to bridge the digital
divide and ensure these residents have access to essential technology.

The $37 million Rindge Commons project was made possible through the collaboration of numerous
partners and funding sources. MassHousing provided key support for the project, with CEO Chrystal
Kornegay stating, “MassHousing is thrilled to be a partner in Just A Start’s Rindge Commons that has
delivered 24 brand-new affordable rental homes as well the dynamic Economic Mobility Hub that will be
providing educational and job-training opportunities for youth and adults. This development will also
allow Just A Start to coordinate its many mission-driven community programs and efforts to promote
equitable communities in greater Cambridge from one new, integrated space.”

Low Income Investment Fund (LIIF) also played a vital role in financing, with Kirsten Shaw, Vice President
of the Northeast and Mid-Atlantic Regions, adding, “The Rindge Commons development is aligned with
LIIF's commitment to support projects that build equity, opportunity, and wellbeing in communities that
need it most. The development’s wide-ranging impact will improve vibrancy and quality of life in the
community, and we’re thrilled to have had the opportunity to support this project with New Markets Tax
Credits and additional financing. The Rindge project demonstrates how important public-private
partnerships are to driving community revitalization and resiliency efforts.”

Funding for this project was also supported by a Capital Campaign, which raised $5.6 million—surpassing
the initial goal of $4.25 million by approximately 30%.

The contractor for the project was Dellbrook]|JKS, the architect is ICON Architecture, Inc., and the
management agent for the affordable apartments is Wingate Management Company, LLC. Construction
began in July 2022, and the final build was constructed to Passive House Standards, prioritizing energy
efficiency and sustainability.

The ceremony also featured performances from local singer/songwriter Jessica Maddox and award-
winning youth program The Hip Hop Transformation. Following the event, Just A Start hosted a
community open house, inviting neighbors, partners, and community members to learn more about Just
A Start’s expanded services, and engage with the mission.
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About Just A Start:

Just A Start believes that access to stable housing and sustainable careers are the essential building blocks
of equitable communities. For more than 50 years, we have focused on meeting the fundamental needs
of individuals and families who have been systematically denied opportunities to realize their full
potential. Our programs include affordable housing, education and job training, and comprehensive
support services, spanning Cambridge and beyond. We have developed and currently maintain 600
affordable apartments. To keep community members housed, we also offer financial and technical
assistance to prevent evictions, and support low- and moderate-income homeowners. Finally, we prepare
individuals of all ages and circumstances with the skills and knowledge they need to secure fulfilling
careers, leveraging their talents to achieve economic mobility and strengthen the region’s workforce.
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